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CHARACTERISTICS OF
. LIVING THINGS
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All Iiving tl«ings share the same characteristics. A

characteristic is a sPecio\l quo\lit3 someone of

somethi ng has.

All |iving tl«ings cdan move. Tl«ey need to edt, run,
sleep and so much more.

All living tkings VesPono{ to their environment or a
stimulus. A stimulus is sometl«ing that causes a living
tlaing to react. For eXa\mPIe, your mom Wa\king you up
in the morning is a stimulus because you get up to
brush your teeth.

All living tlmings grow larger so tl«ey cka\nge as tlf\ey
gel older. A plant turns from a seed into a flower.
All living tkings reprooiuce. Reprooiuce means to
make more of the same species. A tree Veproo{uces by

growing o\PPIes and a4 cat Veproo{uces ’03 ko\ving
kittens.



CHARACTERISTICS OF
" LIVING THINES

All Iiving tkings eat because tl«ey need energy from
foooi to move, VesPono‘, grow and VePVoo{uce.
All |iving tkings need to excrete waste. Excrete means

to get rid of tl«ings that are toxic or poisonous in
the body.

Aoy
LABEL THE CHARACTERISTIC IN THE PHOTOS
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All living things need to eat food, like plants or
other animals, for energy. We can show how edch

living tl«ing gels its food (03 using a food chain.

The first tking in the food chain is a
Proo{ucer. A Proo{ucer 1S sometking
that can make its own food from

sunliglat. Plants, trees, a\lgo\e and

grass dre all Proo{ucers.

All the other animals that come after the Prooiucer
are called consumers. A consumer is an animal which
eats other animals for enerdy. We cdan use drrows
between each living tl«ing in o food chain to show

how energy moves from one tl«ing to the next.
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MAKE A FOOD CHAIN FROM THE LIVING THINGS BELOW




TYPES OF ANIMALS
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There are many different types of animals and we
can clo\ssify or organize them into groups like
mammals or reptiles. But there are more ways to

classify an animal ’oy what it looks like.

Vertebrates are animals that have a
backbone in their skeleton. Examples of
vertebrates are dogs, elephants and
parrols. Humans are vertebrates too

because we have a backbone called a

sPine.

Invertebrates are animals without backbones. For
exo\mple, many insects like beetles, sPio{ers and worms
are invertebrates because tkey do not have o
backbone. 'Jellm"iskes are invertebrates as well.

But becduse invertebrates do not have a backbone,
tl«ey have an exoskeleton. An exoskeleton is a hard,
thin shell on the outside of the animal. It is
important for protection. ,ﬁ -
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ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
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What are invertebrates?
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There are lwge mountains and there are tiny Pe(obles.
in the world. The small rocks are made when big
rocks break into many pieces bg erosion. Erosion is
the action of breo\king down rocks into smaller
preces.

Water and wind can break rocks into smaller pieces.
In rivers, water can carry rocks and they hit each
other. Rainfall can enter the rock and freeze. When
it freezes, it can expand or take up more space,
making the cracks bigger. Wind can carry dust or
tiny rocks and it can hit other boulders or large
rocks.

Higl« temperatures can also break rocks into smaller
pieces. If it gets very hot, the rock can expa\noi or
take up more spdce and then crack.

Living tl«ings can break rocks into smaller preces. The
roots of trees can force itself into the cracks in the
rock. Small animals can burrow or o{ig into the

cracks in the rock and make the cracks ’oiggek.



ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

What is erosion?



